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Land degradation is a serious economic and environmental threat contributing to declining agricultural
productivity, poverty and food insecurity. The extent and rate to which land degradation occurs is of growing
concern, particularly in developing countries. Why do poor farm households deplete their soils? This case study
of Uganda provides a better understanding of farm household economics in the context of sustainability issues.
A bio−economic model has been developed to run scenarios of high relevance for the current reform process in
the agricultural sector. Economic and ecological impacts of the adoption of new land management practices are
explored. Finally, policy conclusions and implications are derived which can contribute substantially to the
current policy debate.

Contents: Land degradation and farm household economics − Agriculture in Uganda: development constraints
and opportunities − Integrated approach to bio−economic modeling in Eastern Uganda − Economic and
ecological impacts of technology adoption at the farm household level − Policies for improved land
management in Uganda.
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